
 

Advancing the Status of Women Worldwide 

GovernorÕs Message 

Inside this issue: 

Meet our Liaison 2 

Area 2 Update 3 

Areas 3 and 4 
Update 

4 

Area 6 Update 6 

Area 7 Update 7 

Area 4 Update 5 

the Envoy 
DI STRI CT 9 NEW SL ETTER 

Volume 1, No. 3 

Winter 2 009 

The MAGIC 

of Zonta 

Next publication date: 
February 21 

 
Deadline for 
Newsletter submittals: 

February 13 

   ZONTA INTERNATIONAL -  DISTRICT 9 Ariz on a, Californ ia, Haw aii, Mex ic o, Nevada, an d Utah 

The Magic of Christmas meets the 
Magic of Zonta 
All my life, IÕve loved the season of Christmas. We were a 
military family, so we never knew where we would be from 
one December to the next. Christmas traditions provided 
my familyÕs continuity. Even now my house is fully decorated, 
IÕm baking up a storm and Christmas music, Elvis Presley, of 
course, is playing. 
 

I t  t ruly is a magical t ime of the year! 
Our nation is embarking on an era in which CHANGE is meant to be a 

defining characteristic. There are changes in Zonta as well: (1) the resignation of 
the Executive Director and (2) the replacement of the Foundation Board of 
Directors. 

WeÕre embracing change in District 9, too: (1) the elimination of the Deborah 
Roberts Club Recognition Program as well as (2) the elimination of an ÒofficialÓ 
district service project. All of these changes were researched and discussed 
thoroughly, and none were taken lightly. 

 

ON AN OTHER N OTEÉ  

I recently caught up with Past Governor (PG) Barbara Brown who reminded 
me of the ÒrealÓ Magic of Zonta. Whether we like our Club President, our Area 
Director or even our International President, we ALL come together to do the 
work of Zonta, to help improve the lives of women. 
 

A FINAL TH OUGHTÉ  

It is my wish for us all to believe in the magic of the futureÉ for Zonta, for all 
humans and for our world. 
 

IÕm thinking of each and every one of you this holiday season! 
 

Sending each of you ÒThe Magic of Zonta, Ò 
Karen  
gov@zontadistrict9.org 

 

Karen Foissotte 
District 9 Governor  
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Meet Virma! 
Did you know each district is appointed a liaison the 

Zonta International (ZI) Board of Directors? We welcome 
Ma. Victoria ÒVirmaÓ P. Vergel de Dios as D9Õs Liaison for 
this biennium. 

Many of us met Virma this past summer in Rotterdam 
at the ZI convention, where she was elected a ZI Director, 
2008-2010. She is a member of the Zonta Club of 
Mandaluyong-San Juan, The Philippines. 

In 2002 Virma established the Our Lady of Guadalupe 
College of Nursing, fulfilling a lifetime dream. Currently she is 
the president of the college.. 

Virma feels the Òinterrelation between her 
professional life and her civic work, especially as a Zontian, 
makes her a better individual.Ó 
 

Welcome, Virma, to the D9 Team! 
 

 

Board Liaison-Virma Vergel de Dios,  
Director (ZC Mandaluyong-San Juan,  

Philippines) 

District 9 Conference  

October 8 -11, 2009 

Mission Inn & Spa  

Riverside, CA  

  LETÕS SHAKE THINGS UP  
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Hello!  My name is Renay Sprague and I am the Director for Area 2.  I am a member and past president of 
the Porterville Club.  Area 2 has only three clubs, and we are lucky to be located fairly close together.  Area 
2 clubs consist of the Zonta Club of Bakersfield, the Zonta Club of Fresno and the Zonta Club of Porterville. 
 
THE ZONTA CLUB OF BAKERSFIELD is on a great membership comeback after averaging  about ten 
members.  They have increased their membership to 16 and are continuing to take action to increase this 
number.  They are planning a membership luncheon in January and to attend the Bakersfield WomenÕs 
Conference in April to promote their club. 

Bakersfield holds very successful Bunko nights four times a year, and they will also hold a Craft Show in 
April and a yard sale in May for their fundraisers.  They have given out two nursing scholarships and are 
looking for other projects to support. 
 
THE ZONTA CLUB OF PORTERVILLE has just celebrated their 60th anniversary with a wonderful 
event in November which Governor Karen was able to attend.  This club enjoys a membership of over 40 
members and they are involved in many activities. 

They have just finished their main fundraising event, the Zonta Christmas Home Tour.  And now they are 
gearing up for their annual Art & Wine event to be held in March. 

Their service projects include donations to the Central California Family Crisis Center (which is the local 
womenÕs shelter), the Porterville Adult Day Care Center, the Pandya Family foundation to support breast self
-examination awareness in India, Helping Hands food bank, college re-entry scholarships, YWPA, high school 
math/science scholarships, high school community service scholarships, Relay for Life, high school AVID 
programs, and they support two Z Clubs at the local high schools.  They have also participated in women 
build days for Habitat for Humanity and the local Project Homeless Connect event. 

The Porterville club is full of very dynamic women who are excited to be living in a small community 
where they can make so many positive impacts in peopleÕs lives Ð both locally and internationally through 
Zonta InternationalÕs service projects. 
 
THE ZONTA CLUB OF FRESNO is struggling a bit with membership, but we are hopeful that they will 
be able to increase their numbers soon.  They are a dedicated group of women who truly believe in the ideals 
of Zonta and want to promote Zonta in the Fresno area.  They attended the ÒTake Back the NightÓ event at 
CSU Fresno sponsored by the WomenÕs Alliance & Resource Center to promote their club.  At present they 
have ten members with one prospective member. 

Their service projects include hands on tutoringÑ at least twice a monthÑ of a young Hmong woman and 
her family who has immigrated here to the United States.  They have helped to tutor her in reading and help 
her with her homework over the past two years, and Stone Soup (who referred the family to them) has 
confirmed the club has made a definite impact on the family.  The club has made a tremendous impact on her 
and her family, and it is truly a joy for the club to help her. 

They are also working with Holy Cross to help homeless women by gathering toiletries, making or buying 
knit caps, socks, scarves, etc. for these homeless women. 

ThatÕs Area 2 in a nutshell, and I am looking forward to our Area Meeting in March to discuss advocacy 
and to hone our knowledge of all that Zonta accomplishes throughout the world. 

Area Updates 
Area 2 

Contributed by Renay Sprague, Area 2 Director 
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Areas 3 and 4 

Areas 3 and 4 proudly represented Zonta as exhibitors at the annual California WomenÕs 
Conference at the Long Beach Convention Center, October 21, 22. It was amazing. 14,000 women 
in attendance. A fabulous booth near the doors. We connected with hundreds of accomplished and 
energetic women, all in tune with our mission and eager to hear how we do it. The publicity was 
priceless. Many, many women who stopped by knew us because theyÕd seen us there in previous 
years. Each year more and more women know what  ÒZontaÓ means! Even more valuable was the 
long list of prospective members that we gathered. Each club received a list of those near or 
appropriate to their areas. 

 
Some observations that may be useful to all of us.  Almost universally I was asked for very 

detailed information about what we do and how we do it. What exactly do we do internationally? 
What exactly is a local service project? How do we raise money? What exactly do we do to 
advance the status of women? How do we advocate? How do we know we make a difference? How 
do we measure our results? As I said, this was a very accomplished crowd, but exactly the type of 
women we need in our clubs to advance our mission and keep our organization strong and growing. 
But in order to attract and keep them, I was struck by how necessary it is for us to make sure the 
Zonta experience at the club level reflects the rhetoric we use to describe ourselves and how 
necessary it is that we stay focused on our mission, operate professionally in our clubs and be 
accountable for the work we do. We exist in a very competitive environment. At the conference it 
was clear that I was being 
interviewed by prospective 
members, all eager for a meaningful 
volunteer experience, but shopping 
the non-profits for the 
environment where they could 
make the biggest difference. The 
younger women are the toughest. 
They have a limitless passion and 
energy for our cause, but they are 
also experienced volunteers and 
hence action-oriented and results-
driven. It crystallized for me some 
of the challenges in growing our 
membership. 

 
In the picture, on the left Wendy Weeks of Newport Harbor, Meredith Dawson, BurbankÕs 

newest member, and Paula Campbell, Area 4 director, in action at the booth. A quick study, 
Meredith told our story like a pro and did us proud. Jan Carr of Pasadena also represented Area 3 
and, of course, did a great job as well.  
 

Contributed by Nickie Bonner, Area 3 Director 
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Area 4 

Our AreaÕs clubs, Irvine / Saddleback Valley, Long Beach, Newport Harbor, San Diego and San Luis 
Colorado in Sonora, Mexico , each have their individual character and personality.   Yet all of the members 
are vibrant, caring, energetic and devoted to the cause of Zonta and its mission of aiding women locally and 
around the world in any way possible. 

 
 The Irvine Club has been in existence for 32 years.  A few of their many service 
projects include volunteering in many capacities for the Susan G. Komen Race for 
the Cure and providing scholarships for women in community and 4 year colleges.  
For the past several years they have held a variety of teas in various locations, such 
as, their Orchids and Tea, Bonsai and Tea (pictured) and last yearÕs Cactus and 
Tea.  Visit their colorful website at www.zontairvine.com.   
 

The brand new Long Beach Club, which meets at the Red Cross building off the 
405 Fwy., is busy recruiting new members.  If you know of anyone in the area please 
pass on the information to their president, Carrie Bach.  Last year, they put on a 
most impressive installation banquet and hosted the Amelia Earhart luncheon at the 
Long Beach Airport.  They have been committed to helping the WomenÕs Shelter of 
Long Beach. 

  The Newport Harbor Club began in 1948.  They are very active club with 
members who consistently attend most club and area functions, district conferences 
and international conventions.  As we all know, one of their members, Bonny Schumacher, was a past 
governor and is now an ZI Director for this biennium.  Visit their professional website at 
www.zontanewportharbor.org to learn about their many service projects especially their commitment to the 
Human Trafficking Task Force.  They are seen here with items for their care kits for the Hoag Hospital 
cancer patients service project.  

The San Diego Club was chartered in 1956 and has many loyal members.  They recently acquired several 
new and younger members.  For many years, they have held a fun and successful St. PatrickÕs Day dinner and 
dance with silent auction.  Their main service project has been in support of the San Pasqual Academy, a 
residential education campus designed specifically for foster teens and located in Escondido. The academy has 
a capacity for 135 and has named a building after the SD club. 

 
The San Luis RC Club in Sonora, Mexico, is more recent and has been supported 
mostly by the Newport Harbor club.  Their main focus is the Casa Hogar 
orphanage, which has also been the District 9 project in recent years.  For the 
past year or two, four or five of them have been making the long drive to 
Newport Beach for the Area 4 Spring Workshop. This picture is of the Z Club 
girls of Casa Hogar with members from the San Luis, Newport Harbor and 
Irvine Clubs plus then Governor Barbara White.   
 

 On October 21 and 22, Area 4 joined with Area 3 in manning a booth 
(pictured) for Zonta at the WomenÕs conference to spread the word about Zonta 
and to obtain leads for possible members with great success.   

Contributed by Paula Campbell, Area 4 Director 
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I visited with Phoenix - East Valley in November and had a very good time. I am continually 
impressed with what our clubs do. The UN presentation was tear-jerking and extremely impor-
tant for todayÕs world. Their fundraiser comes in the spring, but I have had the pleasure of being 
there a couple of years ago. So I am really looking forward to spring for that again as well. I am 
also impressed with the venues that each club has for its meeting, East Valley has a unique one. 
The food was awesome and the ladies who served it were interesting to talk to. 

  
I visited with Nogales at their annual holiday auction. The venue was scenic and quaint. They 

raise quite a good sum of money with their holiday auction. There were close to 60 baskets that 
were auctioned off, not to mention the regular auction. Amazing that pecan pie sells for 50 dol-
lars. I hear that Lee Ann is quite the baker. Yes, I have sampled and it is truly remarkable.  

  
I got rained out going to Phoenix, but look forward to being with them in January. Their holi-

day auction is a fundraiser for them as well. I havenÕt heard how much they made. I also thought 
the gift wrapping idea was interesting and would be profitable. I would pay just to not have to do 
it myself.  

  
Casa Grande's wine tasting fundraiser was also a  success. They raised a good sum of money 

for a variety of service projects. We are looking for another fundraiser for spring that would 
bring in the same amount of money. We're open for good ideas. 

  
The newest club, Zonta Club of the Old Pueblo will be chartered soon. They have several la-

dies and checks (dues paid) and we are anxious to bring Tucson back into the fold.   
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Area 6 

                                   

Contributed by Peggy Winchester, Area 6 Director 
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Area 7 
 

Contributed by Suzie Schulberg, Area 7 Director 


