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Inside this issue: 

How do YOU Zonta? 
One of my Zonta Godmothers, Bonny Schumacher (Past 
Governor, Past Zonta International <ZI> Director, 
current Jane M. Klausman <JMK> Chairman), recently 
asked if I was having fun as Governor. No one had asked 
me that before so I had to think for a minute.  

-.&0'*'6&+"$0:;0<#2'90+=&6&:)'>?&+@A'
 
 The most fun has been getting to know so many of 
you better. So now I ask you, 

>B6&'2"$'.91;0<'C$0';0'D"0E9FA'
 

While we each had our own specific reason to join Zonta, that reason falls into 
one of two categories: to help women locally, to help women globally or both. 
On the other hand, each of us “does” Zonta in our own unique way. As a member I 
might dabble in committees, kind of a “Zonta Buffet.” Or I could focus on an issue; i.e. 
trafficking and advocate with great resolve. 

If balancing my personal checkbook were a challenge, I’d probably not serve my 
club as treasurer. On the other hand, if I was determined to improve my financial skills, I 
could check out the Finance Committee. 

B4G0"=#&:<;0<'E.9E'&94.'"C'$+'>D"0E9+A';0'"$6'"=0'$0;H$&'=92';+)'
;0'C94E)'9'+"$64&'"C'"$6'"6<90;I9E;"0+J'+E6&0<E.K'

 
I admire thinkers; their talent for strategic planning amazes me. Having once been 

accused of having the “attention span of a sponge,” I concentrate on what I do well…
organize, question, innovate and, I hope, motivate. 

L"'9<9;0'*'9+G)'."=':"'?MN'D"0E9F'
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Sending each of you “The Magic of Zonta,” 

Karen''

gov@zontadistrict9.org 
 

P.S. the most fun of the entire biennium just might be our district conference, “Zonta in 
Action,” October 8-11. Check out the schedule at www.zontadistrict9.org/conference. 
This is an event you don’t want to miss…workshops/fun/training/fun/speakers/fun and, of 
course, that special Zonta camaraderie. Even Amelia will be there! 

Karen Foissotte 
District 9 Governor 
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The Magic of Advocacy 
Contributed by Kolua Seiko, District 9 Advocacy Chairman 

A RELEVANT GLOBAL EQUATION  
 

T here has been some radical shifting on the planet as the relevance 
of its existence put women front and center (well, almost).  The 

realization that the climate crisis must be met by including women in 
the equation has been supported by the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (a United Nations project) which noted the different 
impact climate change has based on gender especially when women 
are the main producers of the world’s staple crops.   
 
 A Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women (“CEDAW”) statement 
coming out of the recent 44th Session (July 20-August 7, 2009) specifically drew strong correlations 
between gender and climate change.  It strongly recommended women be included at all levels of 
discussion relating to climate change and even thumped the United Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and other global and national policies and initiatives on climate change 

for their lack of gender perspective. 
www.awid.org/eng/Issues-and-Analysis/Issues-
and-Analysis/Statement-of-the-UN-CEDAW-
Committee-on-Gender-and-Climate-Change 
 
 Another CEDAW paper from the 44th 
Session is by Alice Edwards regarding gender 
equality within the displaced population 
(largely women and children); it’s sobering but 
a’ real shoot from the hip’ report squarely 
denouncing the lack of attention and 
resources to this devastating issue.  
 

www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/cedaw/docs/CEDAW.C.2009.II.WP.3.pdf 
 
 Gender issues are also hitting mainstream media with an excellent article in the August 23rd  
Sunday Edition of the New York Times. The article is an excerpt from an upcoming book by Nicholas 
D. Kristof and Sheryl WuDunn.  If you’re like me, you’ll go through a range of emotions (as in tears, 
joy and rage) and hopefully see, as I did, the relevance of advocacy. 
 
www.nytimes.com/2009/08/23/magazine/23Women-t.html?pagewanted=7&_r=1&emc=eta1 
 



Advancing the Status of Women Worldwide 

!"#$%&'()'*++$&',' -.&'/01"2'P9<&'Q' -.&'/01"2'

District 9 Board of Directors Meeting Summary 

 
July 11, 2009 

 
!" Governor Karen Foissotte called the meeting to order 
!" Agenda approved 
!" Overview of meeting 
!" The board restated the mission statement: “We will lead District 9 with 

enthusiasm, integrity, courage and purpose.” 
!" Minutes of May 9, 2009 meeting— adopted as distributed 
!" Treasurer’s report— Becky Cutler-Gunn 
!" Governor’s report—Attended 7 of the 14 Spring Area workshops and attended the festivities of 

the new ZI headquarters in Chicago. 
!" Area Director reports— Dates set for upcoming and recent officer trainings.  Discussion about 

Area 1 & 2 boundaries. 
!" Conference update—Call to Conference going out. Sponsorships are still needed.  Zonta store 

deadline is September 15, 2009. 
!" OMC—Lt. Governor Laura Peters has visited 19 of 33 clubs to talk about membership either by 

phone or in person.  A new club is in process in Tucson, and a club in Sacramento has been 
chartered. 

!" Nominating committee— Estelle Mullen was appointed to the committee.  Currently all 
positions for D9 have nominations except A6 Area Director. 

!" Finance—2010-2012 Budget will be distributed to the Area Directors sometime this week. 
!" Advocacy— Kolua Seiko is trying to get some direction from International, and she has 

forwarded the position papers. 
!" YWPA—The district recipient, Nadia Laura Farjoad, sponsored by ZC Irvine/Saddleback has 

been named one of ZI’s five recipients. 
!" Amelia Earhart Fellowships—two have been named in D9: Carol Elizabeth Thornton from UCI 

and Deborah Kathleen Meduna from Stanford University. 
!" Zonta International—2011 D9 conference will be October 6-9. Ribbon cutting ceremony and 

celebration dinner held on June 20, 2009 in Chicago. 
!" Meeting was adjourned.  Next meeting will be Sat. August 29 (Virtual) 

Submitted by Debbie Waltzer, Secretary 
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The Magic of Kindness 
Contributed by Laura Peters, D9 Lt. Governor 

T he economy is on the forefront of our minds and it is affecting every aspect of our personal, 
professional and Zonta lives.   In this current economic climate, renewal in Zonta is a bigger 

financial decision for our members that is has been in the past.   So, for those Zontians who have 
renewed this year, we appreciate your continued support for Zonta. 
 

I know there is always emphasis on finding new members and yes, it is important, but it is even 
more important to recognize the existing members and their continued support for Zonta 
International and our mission.  

 
It would be lovely to thank each member in your club for their support and passion for service 

and the Zonta ideals.  Take time out to show appreciation to each member either by starting your 
business meeting with a thank you, call the members that you have not seen for awhile, or send a 
written thank you note to each member or email an electronic thank you card.  There are free cards 
on www.hallmark.com or http://www.jacquielawson.com.  

 
Everyone likes to be acknowledged and taking a moment out to be kind to each other doesn’t 

cost anything and will go far in building positive morale in your club, plus when your existing members 
feel appreciated, they will be more inclined to invite a possible new Zontian! 
 

It's nice to be important, but it's more important to be nice.  ~Author Unknown 

The Magic of Money 
Contributed by Becky Cutler-Gunn, D9 Treasurer 

DISTRICT TREASURER NEWS:   
 
Looking toward the Conference in October, here are our latest numbers:       
 

!"Cash position as of 7/31/09 is $41,795:  Wells Fargo Bank - $19,965; MSD Witter Liquid 
Funds - $21,830. 

 
!"Membership is currently at 659.      
 
!"The financials for the previous biennium of District 9 have been reviewed by Deanna 

Durkee (thank you for all your time, Dede) and will be distributed and discussed at the 
Conference.     

 
It will be wonderful to see many of you in Riverside.  
 

Becky Cutler-Gunn, District Treasurer 
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I  live in a small community.  One knows almost everyone or you know someone knows who you 
don’t.  Historically, our unemployment is over 10 percent, and in these times it is even worse.  Our 

politics is horrible.  Maybe it is because we went to school with the politicians, and things get very 
petty.    
 

Some weeks ago a 16-year-old girl was shot and died.  Her name was Sofia Palma.  Teenagers 
were playing with a gun, and her friend accidentally killed her.  Sofia’s death was devastating to our 
community.  Her parents, like most here, are having financial difficulties.  My community pulled 
together!  Over 50 percent of the people here donated to Sofia’s family; money, food, prayers, time, 
whatever they could give.  Items were even left in the middle of the night.  I have never been so proud 
of this community. 

 
Now, you ask what does this have to do with the Zonta International Foundation?  We Zontians 

are a community unto ourselves.  And now we need to pull together!  Financial times are tough, and it 
shows in the contributions that have been sent to Zonta International Foundation during the first half 
of this biennium.  Zonta’s projects around the world are outstanding.  They make women’s lives 
better. 

 
Governor Karen’s goal is to have every Zontian in District 9 make a personal contribution to the 

Zonta International Foundation.  It does not matter how small or how large.  For the cost of a glass of 
wine, or a movie and popcorn, or two Starbuck’s or whatever, YOU can make a big difference in a 
woman’s life. 
 
May I suggest the following: 

#"Copy a Zonta International Foundation Contribution form with your Club’s information 

#"Print mailing labels for every member of your Club and put it on the form 

#"Bring the forms to your Club meeting 
#"Each Club member fills in the amount in the designation area of the form and writes a 

check 

#"Collect the forms and donations 

#"Mail to Zonta International Foundation for your members 

  
 

Lee Ann Ayers 
District 9 Foundation Ambassador 

 
Note: Sofia Palma lived next door to me.  I had known her since she was two days old.  She was an A 
student and a member of her high school dance squad and drama club.  She was my house sitter when 
I left town.  She was a sweet, kind, and beautiful young woman that I will miss forever. 

The Magic of Giving 
Contributed by Lee Ann Ayers, D9 Foundation Ambassador 
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Jane M. Klausman 
Contributed by Rene Mansho, D9 Service Committee Chairman 

890&'UK'\#9$+%90'W&4;O;&0E'P6&19;#+@ 
 

T ruthfully, the D9 Service Committee had the most difficult time selecting one candidate out of the 
field of nine applicants.  All of the young women were well qualified and certainly deserving of our 

Jane M. Klausman Women in Business Scholarship.  Our committee went back and forth struggling to 
narrow the field down to arrive at a final decision.  So awesome! 
 

The 2009 D9 recipient is Kelli Ferguson, our modern day wonder woman who has accomplished 
so much and has a bright future ahead with the potential of becoming a shining example as a business 
woman and  Zonta Club member. 

 
Kelli is sponsored by the Zonta Club of Riverside.  She is attending the University of Redlands, 

majoring in Business Management, hopes to graduate in April 2011, and plans to pursue a career in 
Business Management and Law. 

 
Her volunteer activities keep her busy with church, homeless shelters, support for soldiers,  and 

benefits for cancer and autism research.  She has an impressive resume of work and community. 
 
Joining a law firm with business management expertise is her goal, and to be sure—it must be a 

company with a strong commitment in helping the environment.  Kelli wants to make sure she can 
find opportunities to give back to the community. She really sees more doors opening for women to 
excel in the field of law to strengthen the legal, ethical, and moral standards in our society. 

 
Congratulations to the Zonta Club of Riverside, California, for sending in two applicants and the 

winning candidate.  Kudos also to the Zonta Clubs of Irvine Saddleback Valley, San Bernadino, CA, 
Santa Clarita Valley, CA, Newport Harbor, CA, Conejo Valley Area, CA, Silicon Valley, CA,  Casa 
Grande, AZ, who also submitted wonderful candidates for consideration.  
 

We’re looking forward to meeting Ms. Kelli Ferguson at our District Conference in October in 
Riverside!  It will surely be an exhilarating and gratifying moment for all of us. 

 
Next up is the ]"1&%5&6',' deadline to submit applications for Amelia Earhart Fellowship..  

Please fax or e-mail applications to: 
 

Rene Mansho – Fax:  (808) 682-0604     E-Mail:  RMansho@schn.com.   
 

Thank you all for your hard work as we advance the status of women worldwide – together! 
From the Service Committee Members: Denise Aiani, Barbara Grimm, and Rene Mansho.  
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YWPA Award Presentation & Celebration 
Contributed by Paula Campbell, D9 YWPA Chairman 

T he Zonta Club of Irvine/Saddleback Valley was proud and excited to 
have its YWPA applicant, Nadia Farjood, win one of the five coveted 

YWPA International Scholarships.  They celebrated at their monthly 
meeting Thursday evening, August 13, by having Nadia and her mother 
attend a pot luck dinner and party.  District 9 Lieutenant Governor, 
Laura Peters, was on hand to present her certificate and official ZI 
award. As YWPA recipient, She received $500 from the Irvine Club, 
$500 as the District 9 winner and $4,000 from ZI ($1000 for being the 
District winner and $3000 for being the International winner.) 

Nadia is a remarkable young Iranian-American woman originally 
from Chicago who moved to San Diego at the age of 8.  She graduated 
from Torrey Pines High School and is on her way to Harvard where she 

plans to major in 
International Relations and Communication.   

 Her goals include becoming a “public policy 
specialist” to influence legislation, civil rights, and 
equal pay for women; public relations, international 
communications to become an ambassador and 
improve relations between the United States and 
other countries, and her list goes on. Her 
accomplishments indicate her heartfelt dedication 
to helping others. As President of her high school 
Key Club, she organized a “Walk for Hope” 5K for 

the benefit of empowering the young disadvantaged women in Iran. Some of her other activities and 
affiliations include organizing donation drives for fire victims, helping women’s shelters, feeding needy 
senior citizens, UNICEF, March of Dimes collections to help prevent premature births and pediatric 
trauma, supporting breast cancer programs, fundraising for youth to attend leadership camps, 
Alliance for Drug Free Youth, tutoring students in arts history, language arts, Spanish, and sociology, 
volunteering at a soup kitchen, local television station, picking oranges for needy families, Make-a-
Wish Foundation, Susan G. Komen Triathlon, and Iron Girl Marathon.  

The Zonta Club of Irvine / Saddleback Valley has been very active in aiding applicants for this 
award in past years and intends to continue.  Members believe strongly in the value of the YWPA 
scholarship which helps young women achieve their goals in public service.   

 

Nadia Farjood 
YWPA Scholarship Recipient 

Nadia, Becky Larsen, Scholarship Chairman & Laura Peters 
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Area 5 pleased to host District 9 Conference 

Contributed by Mary Cannon, Area 5 Director 

I t is an honor and pleasure for Area 5 Zontians to be hosting the District 9 Conference here in the 
beautiful Inland Empire, home of our club cities Redlands, Riverside and San Bernardino.  Each club is 

outstanding:  San Bernardino is “small but mighty”; Redlands most recently is known for its great 
membership recruitment, and Riverside is making great strides in advocacy for young girls. '
 
D"0E9'X#$5'"C'W&:#90:+ has mastered fundraising through fun 
activities by raising funds as host to an awesome Fashion Show 
Luncheon at the Redlands Country Club each year and with its very 
own members as models; and by partnering with the local theater 
company, Footlighters, to sell their season tickets.   To add to the 
festive fashion show there are many table prizes, raffle-type items 
grouped into beautiful baskets, and treasures for a silent auction – all 
items donated by local businesses and/or members.  Proceeds netted 
the club about half of its service fund income.  Season ticket sales and 
Zontians ushering for the theater’s six plays made up the other half.  

Footlighters also hosts an opening night reception for theater goers 
and cast members, for which Zontians donate homemade cookies, 
brownies, and mini gourmet sandwiches, and purchased gourmet 
delights.   
 
Membership retention and recruitment is always a concern of service 
organizations, and Redlands is no exception.  The club hosted very 
well attended membership events at the lovely home of the out-going 
president.  These events 

are always held on Wednesday, the same day of the week as the 
club’s meeting, and they are well attended by Zontians.  Light hors 
d'oeuvres and beverages are provided, and prospective members 
are given handouts and an oral presentation about what Zonta is 
and what the organization does both internationally and locally.  
The discussion always includes local projects and social events as 
well followed by a question and answer session.  The club has 
been very successful in attracting new members, with as many as 
ten or as little as three joining at one time.  ' ' ' ' '
'
Redlands club hosted the Area 5 Workshop on Human Trafficking: Teenage Prostitution The Inland Empire 
Picture”, held May 2 at the Ayres Hotel, and attended by 26 
Zontians and 29 guests including both the local sheriff and police 
departments.  Speakers included our own Governor Foissotte, 
presenting “The Magic of Zonta”. There were two keynote 
speakers: Tamara Ross, Deputy District Attorney East End Juvenile 
Division, who spoke on what is being done to alleviate the human 
trafficking problem in San Bernardino County and Susan Munson a 
member of the Newport Harbor Zonta Club, who talked about 
how she got involved with the Orange County Task Force for 
Human Trafficking.  She shared many great ideas on how to go about getting involved and provided Internet 
links to resources.  It was a very successful event that garnered a lot of positive publicity for our local club. 
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W;1&6+;:&'D"0E9'X#$5'started out this year with 18 members, enthused and 
ready to spread the ideals of Zonta through service and fellowship.  Last year 
the club adopted Olive Crest’s Beazer Home, which is a residential home for 
teenage girls.  Each month the members mentor the girls and spend time with 
them doing activities. At their August meeting they filled 
backpacks with school supplies for the Inland Aids 
Project, “Back to School” which serves adults & children 
in the Inland Empire.  Currently the club has two 
fundraisers a year: a spring hot dog sale at the Riverside 
Airport Open House and 
in fall, Zontoberfest, a 
luncheon and paddle 

auction.  In the spring the club gave four scholarships to 
women returning to college.  This year they decided to 
participate in the Jane M. Klausman Women in Business 
Scholarship and had an article in the local 
newspaper.  There was much excitement when the  
club’s selection won at the District level.  It was an  
extra bonus to have the Governor attend the  
September meeting to present the winner with the JMK  
District Award and speak about Zonta.'
 

 
This past year has been a rejuvenating experience for some of the L90'
_&6096:;0"'D"0E9'X#$5  members and a learning experience for 
others. They had a nice Christmas meeting in which they gave a check to 
the Candlelighters Childhood Cancer Foundation in San Bernardino. In 
March they had their annual Spring Fling where they raised all the funds 
to support local non profit organizations and operation funds for the 
club. This event takes the effort of all thirteen members and is run with 
great success as if they have fifty members. In 2010 the club’s Spring Fling 
will be held on April 10th at Scottish Rite Temple — University at 215 

Freeway, San Bernardino CA.  They are hopeful that this event will continue to support the club and help with 
their commitment to help other service organizations in the area.  
 
The San Bernardino Zonta Club will be teaming  up with the Option House 
which is a corporation that is organized to promote the health, safety and 
rights of victims of family violence.  Members will be offering services to 
assist Option House with their Walk-A-Thon in the spring of 2010.  The 
club is also looking forward to the District 9 Conference in Riverside. 
Many of our members will be attending and others who are unable to 
attend, because of health problems, will be there in spirit. Club members 
look forward to another great year of rejuvenation and learning.   
   


